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NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 

4 Parramatta Square 

12 Darcy Street 

Parramatta NSW 2150 

Attention: Marianna Southwick, Program Director 

Dear Marianna 

Subject: Parramatta North Program, Fleet Street, North Parramatta – Western Sydney Start-Up Hub Project 

 Assessment of Impact on the national heritage values of the Parramatta Female Factory and 

 Institutions Precinct 

We write in relation to our assessment of the impact of the proposed conservation and adaptive re-use of Buildings C104, 

C104a, C107, C109 (part) and C111 on the national heritage values of the Parramatta Female Factory and Institutions Precinct 

(ID: 106234).   

The project objective is to revitalise the buildings to facilitate the adaptive re-use of Buildings C104, C104A, C107, C109 (part) 

and C111 within the Female Factory/Lunatic Asylum Precinct of the Cumberland Hospital (East Campus) site as the new 

Western Sydney Start-up Hub (‘STHUB’) and for community uses by removing later additions, undertaking essential 

conservation works, reconstruction of demolished elements, and sensitive introduction of new elements. The project aim is to 

establish a viable long-term use, compatible with the heritage values of the place. 

The proposed Western Sydney Start-up Hub, which is to be located within Buildings C104, C107 and C109, comprises an 

approximately 1,500m2 co-working start-up hub, with subsidised work spaces within. It is also proposed to adapt Building 

C111 and part of Building C104 for community-based uses. Building C104A is to accommodate a café that will be open to 

the public. 

The attached table provides an assessment of the impact of the proposed works on the national heritage values of the 

Parramatta Female Factory and Institutions Precinct 106234. In summary: 

• The buildings of the Parramatta Lunatic Asylum and Parramatta Hospital for the Insane (Buildings C104, C104a, C107 

and C109) are not identified as contributing to the national heritage values of the Parramatta Female Factory and 

Institutions Precinct (ID: 106234). 

• The original North East Range of the Female Factory (Building C111) is identified as contributing to the national heritage 

values of the Parramatta Female Factory and Institutions Precinct (ID: 106234). 

• The proposed conservation works to Building C111 will ensure that it is made structurally sound and watertight and 

minimise ongoing deterioration of historic fabric. The intrusive additions will be removed to reveal the original form of 

this building. The repairs will be documented and undertaken consistent with best-practice guidelines by skilled 

tradespeople with demonstrated experience at working on historic places. 
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• The proposed adaptive re-use works to Building C111 will improve the ability to understand the buildings’ earlier, more 

significant form and functions as well as facilitate their adaptation for viable (and compatible) long-term uses. This will 

enhance the important contribution that the building makes to the heritage values of the national heritage values of the 

Parramatta Female Factory and Institutions Precinct 106234 

• No work is proposed to any of the other buildings and structures of the Parramatta Female Factory or of the Roman 

Catholic Orphan School and Parramatta Girls Industrial School. 

• The proposed works do not include any excavation, so significant archaeology will not be impacted; 

• The proposed conservation and adaptive re-use works are consistent with the Burra Charter, Australia ICOMOS 2013 

• Any future proposals for excavation works will be designed to avoid the archaeological evidence of the Parramatta 

Female Factory. 

• The proposed works are consistent with the principles, policies and guidelines of the Parramatta North Historic Sites 

Consolidated Conservation Management Plan, endorsed by the Heritage Council of NSW in 2017;  

• The proposed works are consistent with the National Heritage Management Principles as established in Schedule 5B 

of the EPBC Act Regulations 2000;  

• The works have been designed, and will be detailed and implemented, to avoid ‘significant impacts’ to the identified 

national heritage values of the places as defined in the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 

1999. 

Under the requirements of the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 referral of the project to the 

Australian environment minister is required if the proposed works or “actions” are likely to have a significant impact on the 

national heritage values of a national heritage place. As set out above, the proposed works or “actions” are unlikely to have a 

significant impact on the national heritage values of the Parramatta Female Factory and Institutions Precinct (ID: 106234) so 

referral to the Australian environment minister is not required. 

Please contact our office should additional information be required. 

Yours sincerely 

TANNER KIBBLE DENTON ARCHITECTS PTY LTD 

 

Megan Jones 

Principal + Practice Director 
NSW Registration No. 4148 
QLD Registration No: 4357 

 

Encl   

 

• Assessment of the impact of the proposed works on the national heritage values of the Parramatta Female Factory 

and Institutions Precinct 106234. 

• Parramatta Female Factory and Institutions Precinct (ID: 106234) NHL Data Sheet 
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